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AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION SERVICE
QUARANTINE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE IMPORTATION OF EQUINE SEMEN FROM CANADA AND
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

1. DOCUMENTATION

a. A completed Application for Permission to Import Semen/Embryos into
Australia should be submitted with the applicable permit fee to the
Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals) [CQO(A)] of the State into which the
semen is to be imported.  Application forms are available from the
CQO(A).  A list of CQO(A) addresses is at Appendix 1.  If the
application is successful, a Permit to Import will be sent to the
applicant.

b. Each consignment must be accompanied by:
- a copy of the Permit to Import, and
- properly completed and signed Animal Health Certificates in accordance

with OIE Animal Health Code Model Certificate No. 3.  The certificates
must incorporate, under II. Information Concerning the Semen, details of
the identification of the straws, ampoules or containers, and under V.
Sanitary Information, the veterinary certification shown in Annex 1. 
There must be a separate certificate for each donor stallion.

c. Each consignment must be addressed to the Australian importer care of
the CQO(A) of the State into which the semen is to be imported.

d. If the documentation is not satisfactory, or if the semen arrives in
Australia in an unsealed container, the semen and any other material in
the same container may be detained in quarantine, re-exported or
destroyed, and the importer will be liable for any expense incurred.

2. ELIGIBILITY

a. The donor stallions must meet the residency requirements specified in
Annex 1.

b. Semen may be imported frozen or unfrozen (fresh, chilled).  Each donor
of fresh, chilled semen for export must be continuously resident in an
approved collection center for at least 30 days prior to collection for
the export consignment.  Each donor of frozen semen for export must be
continuously resident in an approved collection center from the time of
first collection of semen from that donor for the export consignment
until the last collection from that donor for the same consignment.

c. The collection center must be approved for the export of equine semen to
Australia by the Veterinary Administration of the country in which the
center is located (i.e., Agriculture Canada or the USDA) and must
conform to the AQIS Standards For Equine Semen Collection Centers shown
at Annex 2.

d. The donor stallions, teaser mares and other in-contact horses, and the
semen, must meet the relevant requirements prescribed in Annex 1.

3. IDENTIFICATION

Each sealed container of fresh, chilled semen and each straw or ampoule of
frozen semen must be permanently marked with the identification of the donor
stallion and the date of collection or a code from which this information can
be obtained.
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4. QUARANTINE, TESTING AND SEMEN COLLECTION

a. Semen donors must be held in an approved collection center and tested as
prescribed in the Animal Health Certificate, Annex 1.  In the event of
any animal failing any of the prescribed tests, the Director may
withdraw the Permit to Import or take any other appropriate action.

b. All sample collections for diagnostic tests while the donor is at an
approved center and after semen collection, all collections of semen,
servicing of containers, and the final audit and sealing of transport
containers prior to export must be performed under the direct
supervision of an Official Veterinarian.  An Official Veterinarian is a
civil service veterinarian or a specially appointed veterinarian as
authorized by the Veterinary Administration of the exporting country.

c. The Australian Government is not responsible for paying any costs
associated with the collection or export/import of the semen.  The
importer will be charged fees for inspection, storage and quarantine
clearance of the semen in Australia.

5. IMPORTER'S/AGENT'S RESPONSIBILITIES

The importer/agent should establish whether additional restrictions are placed
on the use of transported horse semen by the relevant Australia studbook or
breed society or under State Government legislation.  State artificial
breeding legislation, if applicable, is normally administered by Departments
of Agriculture or Primary Industry.

6. REVIEW

Conditions of importation may be reviewed if there are any changes in the
import policy or animal disease status of the USA or Canada or at any time at
the discretion of the Australia Quarantine and Inspection Service.
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ANIMAL HEALTH CERTIFICATE

Import Permit Number: ....................
Species and Category: EQUINE SEMEN
Importing Country: AUSTRALIA
Exporting Country: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Ministry/Department of: AGRICULTURE, USA.
Service: ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH AND INSPECTION SERVICE. 
Region/District/Province/State: ......................

I. INFORMATION CONCERNING THE DONORS AND THE SEMEN.

_____________________________________________________________________
Name and Registration Date of Straw/Ampoule Number of 
Breed Number Collection Identification Straws/amp

_____________________________________________________________________

Total number of straws/ampoules: ....................

II. ORIGIN OF THE SEMEN.

Exporter - Name: .............................................
           Address : ......................

......................

......................
           Place of origin of the semen:......................

III. DESTINATION OF THE SEMEN

Consignee - Name: ..................
Address : .......................

.......................

.......................

Nature and identification of the means of transport: ...........
................................................................
................................................................
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V. SANITARY INFORMATION

I. .............................................................. (BLOCK
LETTERS), of .................... ........................
..........................................................................
(ADDRESS), being an Official Veterinarian authorized to certify on behalf of
the Veterinary Administration certify, in respect of the semen described in
Part II of the Animal Health Certificate, that:

1. RESIDENCY

The donor stallion for this consignment was continuously resident in the USA
or Canada, in a State/Province in which vesicular stomatitis has not been
reported in the past 12 months, for 90 days prior to the collection of semen
for this consignment.

2. DISEASE FREEDOM

a. During the 12 months immediately prior to the first collection of semen
for this consignment and during the period since that date this country
has been free from African horse sickness, contagious equine metritis,
and dourine.

b. After due enquiry I am satisfied that, during the period from 30 days
prior to the first collection of semen for export to Australia until the
final collection for this consignment, the donor stallion has had no
contact with any animal infected with the causative agent of equine
coital exanthema, equine infectious anemia, equine viral abortion,
equine viral arteritis or salmonellosis (Salmonella abortus-equi).

NOTE:  equine viral abortion means disease due to infection with equine herpes
virus type 1 and includes central nervous disease.

3. QUARANTINE

a. The donor stallion was continuously resident in a collection center
which meets the AQIS Standards for Equine Semen Collection Centers, and
which is approved by the Veterinary Administration for the collection of
equine semen for export to Australia,
* (i) for at least 30 days prior to the collection of semen for this
consignment (fresh, chilled semen); or
* (ii) from the time of first collection of semen for this consignment
until, the completion of collection (frozen semen).

*DELETE ONE

b. The donor stallion and all in-contact animals were inspected by me or
another Official Veterinarian on each day of collection of semen for
this consignment and found free from clinical evidence of any OIE List A
or List B disease.

c. During the period of collection of semen for this consignment neither
the donor stallion or any teaser mares used were mated by natural
service.
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4. TESTING

a. All microbiological and immunological testing was performed in
laboratories approved by the Veterinary Administration.

b. *At least 14 days after he entered the approved collection center for
the collection of semen for this consignment, the donor stallion was
tested for equine viral arteritis (EVA) by a serum neutralization test
(SNT) with negative results; or

*The donor stallion was, within the past 3 years, tested for EVA by SNT
on ............... (date) and found to have a titer of
................... and was subsequently tested by either:

*(i) virus isolation by semen culture at the Equine Research Center,
University of Kentucky, of sperm rich fractions of semen samples
collected, without the use of detergents or disinfectants on the animal
or collection equipment, on two occasions ...................... and
...................... (dates) with negative results; or

*(ii) test mating by insemination with freshly collected untreated
semen, of two sero-negative mares which were found to be negative to the
SNT for EVA by testing of serum collected from them 28 days after the
insemination.

*DELETE WHICH IS NOT APPLICABLE

c. At least 14 days after he entered the approved collection center for
collection of semen for this consignment, the donor stallion was
subjected to a test for equine infectious anemia by the Coggin's test or
an approved ELISA with negative results.

5. SEMEN PROCESSING

a. All collections and processing of semen for this consignment were under
my direct supervision and were performed before any other semen
collection or handling on each day of collection.

b. New, disposable artificial vagina (AV) liners and collection vessels
were used for each collection.

c. Any biological product of animal origin used in the collection,
processing and storage of semen was obtained from animals free from OIE
List A diseases or sterilized by approved methods and handled in such a
manner as to avoid contamination.

d. Sanitary precautions were observed during collection and processing of
the semen to prevent contamination with pathogenic microorganisms.

e. Approved antibiotics were added to the semen extender/diluent in
generally accepted levels.

6. SEMEN STORAGE

a. Following examination, the semen was placed in ampoules or straws
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(frozen semen) or containers which were sealed (fresh semen), and which
were permanently marked with either the identification of the donor
animal and the date of collection or a code from which this information
may be readily determined.

b. The semen has been stored only with semen collected for export to
Australia in either new, unused containers or containers disinfected by
a method approved by the Veterinary Administration.

c. The refrigerant in these containers has not previously been used for
biological material.

d. The semen was stored under security and storage containers serviced
under my supervision or the supervision of another Official Veterinarian
until export.

e. The transport container was sealed with an official seal bearing the
mark ..................... immediately prior to export.

__________________________ __________________________
__________________________ Type or Print - Name of Endorsing
__________________________ Federal Veterinarian 
Type or Print - Name and Address 
of Issuing Accredited Veterinarian 

___________________________ (_______)_____________________
Signature - Accredited Date Endorsed and Signature -
Veterinarian Endorsing Federal Veterinarian

(Valid only if USDA Veterinary
Seal Appears over the Signature of the
Endorsing Federal Veterinarian)
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ANNEX 2
AQIS STANDARDS FOR EQUINE SEMEN COLLECTION CENTERS

1. LOCATION

1.1 The center must be located in a country, or part of the territory of a
country, that has been free from:

- dourine for 2 years
- vesicular stomatitis for 12 months.

1.2 The center may be located on an established equine enterprise but should
be so sited that, for the duration of the period of collection of semen
for export to Australia, direct contact between horses on the center and
other equine is prevented.

1.3 The center must be conveniently located for supervision by an Official
Veterinarian.  An Official Veterinarian is a civil service veterinarian
or a specially appointed veterinarian as authorized by the Veterinary
Administration.

1.4 The center should be situated on a well drained site not at undue risk
of flood or other extreme environmental hazard.  The site must allow
all-weather vehicular access.

2. FACILITIES

2.1 The center must be surrounded by two secure stockproof fences at least 5
meters apart or a solid wall.

2.2 Stables on the center must offer protection against sun, wind, rain and
extremes of temperature, and shall be so constructed that they can be
readily cleaned and disinfected.  Stables, yards, fences and feeding and
watering arrangements must be so constructed that the horses are
protected from injury, and other welfare needs are met.

2.3 The center shall have facilities for veterinary examination of animals
and the collection of samples, and facilities for the segregation and
isolation of sick animals.

2.4 Semen must be processed in a room or building or mobile laboratory set
aside for that purpose, separate from areas where animals are housed and
where semen is collected.  This facility must be cleaned and disinfected
before use.

3. OPERATION

3.1 The center must be approved by an Official Veterinarian prior to the
commencement of each period of collection of semen for export to
Australia and after the cleaning and disinfection, to his/her
satisfaction, of hard surfaces, and spelling of exercise yards, holding
yards and paddocks for sufficient time for decontamination.

3.2 Disease testing, semen collection and semen processing and storage must
be supervised by an Official Veterinarian.

3.3 During the collection period the center must only be occupied by the
donor stallions and other stock of the same health status.  The area
between the perimeter fences must be kept free from horses and other
stock during the collection period and for a sufficient period
beforehand to ensure decontamination.
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3.4 Personnel attending the horses must change outer clothing and footwear,
and wash thoroughly, before handling the animals.  Personnel processing
semen must be trained in, and practice, proper disinfection procedures
and hygiene techniques.

3.5 All equipment used in the feeding, handling and treatment of the horses
at the center must be new or cleaned and disinfected before use and must
be dedicated to use on the animals on the center for the duration of the
collection period.   All equipment used to collect, process and store
the semen and/or which comes into contact with either the donor
stallions or the semen must be new and disposable or cleaned and
disinfected before and between uses.  Semen must be stored in a secure
area.

3.6 Any health problems affecting horses or other stock on the center during
the collection period must be promptly reported to the supervising
Official Veterinarian.

3.7 A record must be kept by the operator and or the export agent detailing
identification of all equine on the center and their origins, dates of
entry, dates and results of disease tests or investigations, treatments
either therapeutic or prophylactic, any departures from good health and
condition, inspection visits by the Official Veterinarian and any other
information relevant to each animal’s health status while it is resident
on the center.

3.8 Unauthorized access to the center should be prevented.  All visitors
entries should be logged.

4. HEALTH

While the center is being used for the collection of equine semen for export
to Australia, there must be no equine on the center known to be, or suspected
of being, currently infected with Taylorella equigenitalis, Trypanosoma
equiperdum, equine arteritis virus, equine abortion virus (equine herpesvirus
type 1), coital exanthema virus, equine infectious anemia virus or Salmonella
abortus-equi.
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ADDRESSES OF CHIEF QUARANTINE OFFICERS (ANIMALS)

Director of Animal Quarantine
Quarantine Inspection Centre
PO Box 657
Mascot NSW 2020
Telephone: (02) 3647222   Facsimile: (02) 3647350

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Quarantine Services Building
PO Box 1006
Tullamarine, Victoria  3043
Telephone: (03) 3383344   Facsimile (03) 3380844

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Department of Agriculture
PO Box 1410
Canning Vale, WA  6970
Telephone: (09) 3115333   Facsimile: (09) 4553052

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Department of Agriculture
PO Box 63
Port Adelaide, SA  5015
Telephone: (08) 2409811   Facsimile: (08) 2409804

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service
Locked Mail Bag 1700
Spring Hill, Qld 4004
Telephone: (07) 8608508   Facsimile: (08) 8608550

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries
PO Box 192B
Hobart, Tasmania 7001
Telephone: (002) 332635   Facsimile: (002) 347837

Chief Quarantine Officer (Animals)
Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries
PO Box 2268
Darwin NT 0801
Telephone: (089) 818733   Facsimile: (089) 410223


